(Rienzi Ouverture, p. 2) 


is an indicator of the distance, both psychic and physical, 

from which the work of art is to be considered or seen or re- 
garded if it is +») be regarded or seen or considered as an 
autonomous aesthetic phenomenon, This is true in that the aesthetic 
form of the art object is established when the artist creates a 
form for what I shall refer to as the "potential content" of art 
and everything of course is potential content for art which makes 
that potential content meaningful to him both as creator and as 
spectator, Assume that the apex (A) of the isosceles triangle ABC 
is the potential content of art. When that content is assigned 

a conceptual form by the artist which makes that content meaning- 
ful to him as artist qua artist (B) and as artist qua spectator 
(C), the art object is created. "Heil dir, Sonne! Heil dir, 
Licht! Heil dir, leuchtender Tag!" Non-subjective communication 
therefore is possible only when the spectator and in using the 
word spectator I mean the viewer or auditor or reader or anyone 
who contemplates the aesthetic form created by another is ap- 
propriately distanced both mentally and physically from the 

art object. And in order to be appropriately distanced and not 
over distanced or under distanced the spectator (B or C) must 
consider or see or regard the art object (A) as the artist qua 
artist (B) and the artist qua spectator (C) regarded or saw or 
considered or regards or sees or considers his own creation. And 
so in this way creation and appreciation are similar and that is 
why the conceptual form of the work of art is a matter of life 
and a matter of death and Gaudier-Brzeska defended the Rouen 
Cathedral and after nineteen days of stubborn resistance to 

heavy air raids and regular artillery bombardment the defenders 
of Warsaw surrendered to the Germans and until the very last 
Radio Warsaw continued to identify itself by the first three notes 


of the Chopin Polonaise in A Major. Conceptual forms and communi- 
cation and when the curtain opens at the beginning of The Cherry 
Orchard it is dawn and the sun is about to rise and it is the 

month of May and the cherry trees are in bloom and the windows 

of the children's room are shut but in the early morning it is cold. 


(L'Aire: 9-27-75) 





